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Special Dates in
January

****
Choir Practice
Weds. @ 6:30 p.m.
****
Endow. Comm. Mtg.
11th @ 4:30 p.m.
****
Co-or. Council Mtg.
12th @ 6:30 p.m.
****
Voters Mtg.
24th @ 10:15 a.m.
****
Food Pantry
1/7 & 1/28
1:00– 3:00 p.m.
****
Pray & Play
Tuesdays
3—4:30 p.m.
****

Our God is…Infinite
“You are!”

“No, you are!”
“Yeah? Well, you are times a gazillion!”
Katie knew that gazillion was going to be tough to beat, but thinking hard she
finally proclaimed: “Oh yeah? Well, you are … to infinity!”
His jaw dropped because Joey knew his sister had him beat. How could he
compete with infinity?
Simply put, infinity means stretching on and on, without any end. When something is infinite it has no boundaries. It is unlimited and immeasurably great.
The Bible helps us understand the concept as it describes God. “‘Who can hide
in secret places so that I cannot see them?’ declares the LORD. ‘Do not I fill
heaven and earth?’ declares the LORD” (Jeremiah 23:24).
There is only One who is everywhere, who always has been, who always will
be, who had no beginning, and who will have no end. That is God.
God wants us to feel good about him being infinite.
As we begin a new year, it can be great to know that God is always with us.
Wherever the year takes us, God will be there too.
The comfort of God’s unending presence is ours through faith in his Son, Jesus.
As the Apostle Paul says: “In him and through faith in him we may approach
God with freedom and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12).
God knows everything we think, everything we do, and most importantly, he
knows everything we need. In fact, God already took care of our greatest need.
He sent his infinite Son to be our Savior! Trust him.
Joey and Katie challenged each other with the concept of infinity. Come and
visit us to learn more about the only one who can truly change your life so you
have comfort that will last…to infinity!

Worship service times.

Sun.
Mon.

9:00 & 10:30 am
6:30 p.m.
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PARISH NEWS
Congregational Changes last month:
Added:
Transferred:
Released:
Called Home to Jesus:
Current Congregational Stats: communicants: 156 souls: 169

“I’m ‘Scused!”
Today, we’re going to talk about forgiveness. I’ve been thinking about it every time my two-yearold burps or toots. Odd thought? Well, every time she says, “Excuse me,” and we start to tell her,
“You’re excused,” she jumps right in with, “I’m ‘scused!” She’s that sure that we are going to excuse her
that she just knows and can blurt out, “I’m ‘scused!” without any doubt.
That’s what forgiveness is like, when God forgives us. We talk about it all the time, how God forgave us through Jesus. We recount it so matter-of-factly that it seems there’s no doubt. But we aren’t really as confident as a two-year-old in this belief. When we ask God, “Forgive me,” we’re never so ready
to accept that forgiveness as fact and blurt out, “I’m ‘given!” We say that it’s true. We hope that it’s true.
But do we always trust that it’s true? I would say no.
Maybe that’s why God tells us so frequently, and why he gave us the command to forgive. We
need the constant the constant reassurance. But not only that. We need the constant forgiveness, given
again and again, every time that we sin. We see this played out at nearly every worship service when we
recite the Confession and Absolution portion of our liturgy. After we confess our sins, the pastor absolves
you of your sins, telling you they are forgiven, that God forgave them. Therefore, you are forgiven.
When you believe that Jesus earned forgiveness your sins, that he has set you free from condemnation, and you repent of your sins and ask God to forgive you, then you can trust entirely that God has
forgiven your sins. Jesus told his disciples, “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have
received it, and it will be yours.” (Mark 11:24
Jesus was talking about praying for things out of faith. If your prayer is out of faith, then God
hears that prayer and grants it in the way that is according to his will. When you ask for forgiveness, God
grants it because Jesus has already earned it for you. Yes, we continue to sin. And God continues to forgive us. We can be absolutely certain of this, not just hope that it is true. When we ask God to forgive us
when we repent of our sins, we can know and boldly say, “I’m forgiven,” with the same confidence as a
little girl blurting out, “I’m ‘scused!”
We pray: Jesus, thank you for living perfectly, fulfilling the law of your Father, so that you could
be the sacrifice needed to forgive our sins. Help us to live our lives in thanksgiving for all that you have
done and continue to do for us each day. Amen
In Christ,
Pastor Wolf B. Parsons
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