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Special Dates in
December
Ladies Aid
1st @ 1:00 p.m.
****
Co-or. Council Mtg.
11th @ 6:30 p.m..
****
Food Pantry *
Thursdays
1:00– 3:00 p.m.
****
Choir Practice
Weds. @ 6:30 pm
****
Christmas Eve.
Service
24th
@ 6:30 p.m.
****
Christmas Day
Service

25th
@ 9:00 a.m.
****
New Years Eve
Service @ 6:30
****
Bible Class
Mondays
@ 5:00 p.m.
****
Pray & Play
Tuesdays @
3:00 p.m.
****
Advent Services
Wednesdays
@ 4:30 p.m.
Worship service times.

Sun. 9:00 & 10:30 am
Weds. 4:30 p.m.

Christmas—God’s Gift to You
When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law,
to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”
It’s the moment for which children wait so excitedly: the time for tearing
open Christmas presents. It’s thrilling to see their excitement and joy to
find out what lies beneath the bow and paper. But often, just as quickly
as the excitement erupted, it begins to disappear. When the flying bows
and paper settle, feelings of disappointment and ingratitude so often
start to surface. The moment everyone so eagerly looked forward to becomes yet another disappointment.

For so many, the Christmas season and celebration ends up like the boxes strewn across the floor—empty. Because, eventually, the decorations
are taken down, the parties end, and life goes back to normal.

But this won’t be the case when we remember what Christmas is really
about. Christmas is the celebration of the gift of God’s one and only Son,
a gift he gave to the world. It’s the gift that I need, that you need, that
this whole world needs. You see, this world—including you and me—is
wrapped and covered in sin. It is this covering of sin that leaves us empty and disappointed and looking for more gifts and other presents that
we hope will fill the void. But they can’t.

It is only through the gift of God’s Son, and his life and death that removes from you the ugly covering and wrapping of your sins. Jesus did
not come to be placed under a Christmas tree, but to hang upon a tree,
not as an ornament, but as the one who would die upon it to pay for all of
your sins. His perfect, innocent life and death are gifts he offers to you to
make you his perfect and holy child and heir of heaven.
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PARISH NEWS

Congregational Changes last month:
Added:
Called Home to Jesus: Charlotte Perryman on 11/2/20
Transferred: Current Congregational Stats: communicants: 170 souls: 157

I came across this question a number of years ago, and it was very thought-provoking. It
made me wonder, “Do I hide my faith? Do I hold back when there are opportunities to share
it? Can people tell that I a Christian?”
We all find it difficult sometimes to share our faith for any number of reasons. We aren’t
sure how someone will react. We don’t want to damage a relationship. We simply don’t feel
confident enough to do so. But actively sharing your faith and talking about Jesus are not the
only ways to show that you are a Christian.
Is there evidence in the way that you live your life that shows you are a Christian? Jesus
spoke to this point. 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)
As Christians who long to serve our Lord, it is only natural that our faith would be visible in the way that we act, talk, even think. In the same way that light naturally shines forth,
our faith is just as visible. That is, unless we hide it away, like putting the lamp under a bowl.
So long as we don’t actively try to hide our faith from the world, those around us can naturally
see God working in our lives. Then, our actions, shining forth, glorify our Father in heaven. As
one who has been made into a new creation, let your life be evidence of the change that has
been made in you.
When the Spirit worked faith into your hearts, when he moved you to believe that you
are saved because of Jesus’ perfect life and innocent death, he made it so that you could do
good works that praise God. Let your light shine before others so that they will know that
you are a saved child of God. If the Spirit moves you to do so, let others know that the same
can be said for them: Jesus died for their sins, too! May God help us to shine the light of our
faith into the world at all times. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
In Christian love,
Pastor Wolf B. Parsons
(Continued on page 3)
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Special Service Notes:
No Monday services beginning 11/23/2020. Will resume Monday services on 1/4/2021.
Thanksgiving Eve Service will be 11/25/2020 at 6:30pm. (choir sings)
Midweek Advent Services will be each Wednesday after until Christmas at 4:30pm.

(no midweek service on December 23rd)
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be 12/24/2020 at 6:30pm. (choir sings)
Christmas Day Festival Service will be 12/25/2020 at 9:00am. (no choir)
New Year’s Eve Service will be 12/31/202 at 6:30pm.
We understand that some feel uncomfortable at this time gathering in groups, such as for
worship. For this reason, every service will be recorded this year and posted online so our
members can join us virtually if they wish.

Sunday/Wednesday Services are different services:
Just your annual reminder that the Sunday services are different than the special midweek
services that are coming. We encourage you to join us for all services, if possible, and in this
way take part in the wonderful opportunities we have to grow together in God’s Word.

We understand that some feel uncomfortable at this time gathering in groups, such as for
worship. For this reason, every service will be recorded this year and posted online so our
members can join us virtually if they wish.
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1

6

7
Bible Study
5:00 p.m.
No Monday
Night Service

13

14

Worship
w/communion
@ 9:00 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.

Bible Study
5:00 p.m.
No Monday
Night Service

20

21

Worship
@ 9:00 a.m.
Voters Mtg. @
10:15 a.m.

Bible Study
5:00 p.m.

E D

28

Worship
w/communion
@ 9:00 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.

Bible Study
5:00 p.m.
No Monday
Night Service
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2

3

4

Play & Pray
3:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
6:30p.m.

Food Pantry
1:00-3:00 p.m.

Parade
6:00-8:00
p.m.

8

9

10

11

12

18

19

25

26

Play & Pray
3:00 p.m.

Advent Service
@ 4:30 p.m.
Co-ord. Council Choir Practice
Meeting
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

15

16

Food Pantry
1:00-3:00 p.m.

17

Play & Pray
3:00 p.m.

Food Pantry
1:00-3:00 p.m.

22

23

24

Play & Pray
3:00 p.m.

No Advent
Service

29

30

Play & Pray
3:00 p.m.

5

.

Advent Service
@ 4:30 p.m.
Choir Practice
6:30 p.m.

No Monday
Night Service

27

T

Advent Service
4:30 p.m.

Ladies Aid
@ 1:00 p.m.

Worship
@ 9:00 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.

W

Christmas
Food Pantry
Day
Closed
Worship
SerChristmas Eve
vice
Service
9:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

31
New Years Eve
Service
w/Comm.
6:30 p.m.

