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Messenger—JUNE 2020
Special Dates in

June

Endowment Fund
Meeting
8th @ 4:30 p.m.
****
Co-or. Council Mtg.
9th @ 5:30 p.m.
****
Worship at the Cross
On hold for now
****
Jesus Cares
Bible Study
On hold for now
****
Bread of Life
Bible Study
Thursdays
On hold for now
****
Food Pantry
Thursdays
1:00– 3:00 p.m.
****
Pray and Play
Tuesdays
3 p.m. at Pastor’s
house
****

Is God Up There?
Genesis 1:1
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
“God, if you are up there, please show yourself to me.” Have you ever said that to
God? Wouldn’t it be great if God just came down and showed himself to us?

God does show himself. In the first line of the Bible, God reveals himself to us. He
tells us that he made all things. He made the huge galaxies of the universe. He
made the tiniest atoms. He made you and me. His creation demonstrates his power, creativity, wisdom, and tender concern for us.

Take time to notice and to marvel at all God made—the colors of the sky, the light
of the sun and stars, the mosaic of leaves outside your window, the beauty of the
landscape within your view. Consider how God made you. Think of how your body
works—your eyes and ears, your arms, legs, fingers and toes, your brain.

However, God did not make the world and then stand back as a disinterested observer far removed from it all. He is watching over it all. He continues to care for
us by providing for all our needs.

Sadly, we often don’t thank him for what he has done for us. We forget him. For
that, God has every right to turn his back on us. Amazingly, he still cares for us.
More than that, he came down to us and saved us from our wayward ways. He
came down in love in the person of his Son, Jesus, and rescued us. Jesus lived the
perfect life of thanks that we should live. On the cross, he died the death we
should die for our sins. He promises a new and perfect world where all who believe in him will live forever in perfect joy.

Is God up there? Yes, he is! And, thankfully, he was willing to come down here to
save us so that, one day, we will see him face to face.
Worship service times.

Sun.
Mon.

9:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
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PARISH NEWS
Congregational Changes last month:
Added:
Baptism : None
Released:
Transferred: Erin, Henry, Gabriella & Penelope Hahn to First Lutheran, LaCrosse, WI
Called Home to Jesus:
Current Congregational Stats: communicants: 160 souls: 174

Coming Back – It’s Exciting and Exciting!
What an exciting time! I mean that in more ways than one. In one sense,
it’s exciting because we’ve been waiting for such a long time to come back together for worship in the church, and now we get to do just that! We can see
everyone we’ve been longing to see for months. We can worship together, confess our sins and be absolved together, sing together, pray together; everything
we enjoy through fellowship in the Lord.
Of course, we never stopped being a body of Christ during this time. Over the past few
months, we still believed in the same God, trusted in the same Savior, and worshipped together
in many ways using virtual/digital options. Praise God that we could even do that! Even without access to such means, our time of physical separation never meant that we were no longer a
church. We continued as one in Christ Jesus. But now we rejoice in our coming back together
physically and worshiping in the same space.
This leads to my second use of the word “exciting.” This can be an exciting time in that
we, as individuals, can become excited about many things happening right now, that is, potentially getting “riled up.” There are many different opinions about so many different things related to COVID-19 and to our return to worship in the building. “COVID-19 is a real threat!”
versus “The response to COVID-19 has been exaggerated as a scare tactic!” “Everyone needs to
wear a mask!” versus “It’s my choice if I wear a mask or not!” “It’s too early to reopen!” versus
“We never should have shut down!” “Doctors and scientists say . . .” versus “Doctors and scientists say . . .”
Who’s right? Where is the middle ground? Well, you all received our congregation’s response to moving forward with reopening. That doesn’t mean that everyone agrees on every
point. That doesn’t mean everything is set in stone. But we are moving forward together as a
single body of Christ. Remember: Some of you feel uncomfortable gathering in large groups and
open spaces at this time, and that is okay. We encourage you to follow your conscience and worship with us from home. Some of you feel more than comfortable coming back together in the
building, and that is okay. We look forward to the time when all will feel comfortable worshiping face-to-face, but for now there are some serious medical concerns, about which we all have
varying levels of comfort. This is true, also, for some of the changes we’ve adopted at this time.
(Continues on next page)
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So what? What is the point of this? This is point. “Do not let any unwholesome
talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according
to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. . . . Be kind and compassionate to
one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:29,
32)
Though we, as individual parts of the body, disagree VERY strongly on some
points, we are not just a gathering of individual parts. We are not called to speak about
each other in a way that serves only to degrade one another in the eyes of others, but
to say what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that in may benefit those who listen. Opinions and constructive suggestions about changes are good and
are more than welcome. God made us to be individual parts of the same body so that
we could meet different needs. And praise God, we are a united body of Christ, brought
into that body through faith in Christ Jesus.
“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.” You are forgiven children of God. Let this be your drive moving forward. Whether you choose to worship from home for a time or to enter the building with others right away, whether you choose to wear a mask or not, to sit with your
friends or keep a safe social distance, or whatever our difference in opinion or comfort
level may be, remember that we are called to build others up. Let God’s love and gracious forgiveness for us move us to be gracious and loving and understanding toward
one another.
15 Let

the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms,
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Amen (Colossians 3:15-17)
In Christian love,
Pastor Wolf B. Parsons
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS:

Travis Kareian
Savannah Kareian
Christine Zimmerman
Debra Zoeller
Janice Schultz
Mary Wastel
Joyce Philipp
Molly Stuedemann
Eilene Buettner
Judy Hesse
Charlotte Parsons
Margie Kloehn
Joe Vetter
Pastor Wolf Parsons
Larry Oinas
Pamela Hesse

6-04
6-05
6-06
6-10
6-12
6-17
6-18
6-18
6-19
6-19
6-22
6-24
6-24
6-25
6-28
6-30

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES:

Max & Lois Lemke
Randy & Lori Kagerbauer
Rev. Craig & Patricia Weber
Wolf & Bethany Parsons
Jacob & Erin Hahn
Tom & Marcia Henke
Jim & Judy Hesse
Ron & Carol Jaeger

6-05-1993
6-09-1984
6-12-1971
6-20-2015
6-22-2012
6-23-1979
6-23-1984
6-28-1969

CONGRATULATIONS
&
GOD'S CONTINUED
BLESSINGS

Note to All:
The office keeps a calendar
with all upcoming events that
we are aware of. If you know of
something coming up, be sure
to leave a note for the office
staff so it gets shared with the
congregation.
The Divine Savior Messenger is a
publication of Divine Savior Ev. Lutheran Church, Shawano, WI
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Monday Night
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LOOK AT THAT SHINE!
A big thank you to Klint Stuebs, Brent Buettner and
Ken Schoenick for stripping and waxing the Fellowship
Hall floor.
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